Christopher Fyfe
Creole Culture by James Steel Thayer Comment Please allow me brief comment on the contribution by James Steel Thayer Dissenting View of Creole Culture in Sierra Leone.1 In it the author seeks to replace what he declares to be virtual orthodoxy that the Creoles were lar gely of European character Christian in religion bourgeois and elitist in culture with different view of his own My attention was attracted to his contribution by his having referred to my own work On his second page he comments that in my History of Sierra Leone see even the Creole houses as reflecting bourgeois values He does not contest what wrote he merely quotes it with implied disapproval He has no further reference to my very long book much of which is concerned with Creole culture Nor does he mention an article wrote in Africa vol LVII no 1987 which spells out the social stratification of Creole society which as he rightly observes some historians have ignored Indeed that issue of Africa which was devoted exclusively to Krio Creole culture the theme of his own article and was published five years ago time enough surely for it to have rea ched his base in Oklahoma) does not even appear in his bibliography His own allegedly different interpretation is based on his fieldwork in the vil lages round Freetown He found there that the Creole inhabitants formed cohesive group that the older had skilled employment that the younger had white collar employment that they ran the villages and that they felt sense of cultural superiority over the Loko inhabitants 
